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Email: schdea@wilsonsd.org
Phone: 610-670-0180 ext 5120
Website: http://www.wilsonsd.org//Domain/1010
Welcome!

First of all welcome to my classroom!  I am very excited to meet all of you and to be your teacher this year. We will be covering several units this year including characteristics of life, cell parts, biochemistry, membrane transport, photosynthesis, respiration, cellular reproduction, DNA to protein synthesis, genetics, evolution, and ecology.  Each of these units has its own interesting facts, ideas, and concepts that you will get to learn, investigate, and experiment with.   It’s going to be a semester full of new ideas and concepts and I hope you are ready to immerse yourself in them.  Before we start, there are few classroom procedures and rules that we need to go over.

Materials:

Here are the daily materials that you will need in my class:

· Pens and pencils (pencils preferably)

· Textbook

· Calculator

· Question of the Day paper
· Three ring science binder

Here are some materials that you might want to have for your own use:

· colored pencils

· markers

· ruler

· extra folder
Rules and Classroom Atmosphere:

A positive classroom atmosphere is the most productive environment for learning.  This is something that everyone is responsible for producing.  In order to promote this atmosphere there are several rules that everyone must follow.  

1. Respect: I expect every person in this room to respect one another.  This includes you and me.  I will not tolerate name calling, teasing, disruptive behavior, or a lack of courtesy to one another.  

2. Responsibility: You are responsible for your own actions and your work.  It is your responsibility to come prepared to class every day and to follow the rules of the classroom.

3. Safety: There will be several labs in this class dealing with chemicals that can be dangerous to you and the people around you.  We will be learning specific safety rules and they must be followed at all times.

4. Raise your hand: If you need to talk, sharpen your pencil, throw something out, ask a question, go to the bathroom, etc you need to raise your hand first and ask me. Roaming the room is not an acceptable behavior.

5. Excellence: I expect you to always do your best.  This means that you should always be putting as much effort as possible in your work and in the classroom.

As a class we will be making up other rules that we all feel are important for the success of the class.
Grading:

We will be following Wilson School district’s policy of grading.
80% summative assessments----tests

20% formative assessments---- quizzes, labs, classwork

Pure homework assignments are not graded but you are still highly recommended to complete them to do your best in class.
Late Work:

 Long term assignments/projects: for every day late a letter grade will be deducted from the assignment

Class work, Labs: If they are one day late they will receive half credit.  After that they will receive no credit, however it is suggested that you still complete the assignment.

Retake policy:

After every test students will have the opportunity to retake a test if they are not satisfied with their grade.  However, in order to retake the test the student must come for extra help to review the material and will have to reschedule the makeup test with the teacher in a reasonable amount of time. 
Absences:

I will be setting up a bin in the back of the room that will have all of the assignments and activities that are done in class for people that are absent.  They will be in the bin for a week after the class has occurred.  It is your responsibility to go back and get a copy of the missed work and turn it in.  You will have as many days as you were absent to turn it in.  After that the late work rules apply.  Most assignments will also be available on my website as well.
Extra Help opportunities:

It is your responsibility to come to me for help if you are having trouble in class.  I am available after school every day until 3.  If you need any help please let me know so that I can stay after school longer. 
Copying/cheating:

Copying in any way is against the rules of the school.  Any copied assignment will receive a zero for the copier and the person who allowed the copying.  This includes individual lab work, homework, daily drills/class work, as well as any test or quiz.  Also having your cell phone out during a test is also considered cheating and you will receive a zero for the test.

Cell Phones and other Electronic Devices
Please do not have your cell phone or any other electronic device out unless given permission to.  It is important that you are focused on Biology class and not on your phone.

Lab Equipment:

Students are expected to respect the lab equipment.  Equipment used in the lab is often fragile and can be very dangerous.  Do not touch broken glass.  It is extremely important that you follow all written and verbal instructions.  Any broken lab equipment must be paid for by the person/group responsible for the damages.
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